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Why Don’t We �Build More Curvy Houses?


Humans are uniquely designed to appreciate curved lines. This isn’t just a matter of art. Brain imaging scans show that our bodies subconsciously react more positively to curved edges than straight lines. In other words, the organic nature of curves appeals to us at a gut level. Why, then, do we all live in straight-edged boxes? Why don’t we design our homes with curvy lines?


The answer begins with expertise and ends with cost.


Unique structures require good architects. Architects are half artist and half engineer, able to transfer a design into equations involving shear strength and stress loads for wood, metal, concrete, glass, and stone. 


Architects are then able to convey their requirements to construction bosses, who may lack the artistic vision, but are able to follow the plans and assign the right workers to each task. The workers doing the tasks will likely need unique expertise beyond simple square framing. 


All this designing, conveying, and executing takes more money and time, which means fewer structures can be built and sold. To make our homes more affordable, they’re mostly square built, using the same architectural plan as our neighbors, requiring less technique and time. 


What if you want to hire an architect to create your own curving castle? Most architects charge between 5% and 20% of the cost of the build. So,  if a finished home will cost $200,000 (minus the land cost), you would pay the architect $10,000 to $40,000. In addition, you’d need to pay the contractor, land development fees, permits, and more. It gets pricy.








Wondering what your home is worth today?


I've been creating a lot of updated home valuations for people who want to check on the value of their property. Would you be interested in receiving an updated complimentary report? Call or text me for your current house value estimate. 


555-333-2222





Upper Panel Instructions


1. You can use this area for mailing labels. See the image for the correct way to fold and tab your newsletters on Tabloid paper. Seal all the edges using tabs. (�HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xCnGD4F304"��Printing Tutorial� – Control + Click to view.)


2. You can use this area for content. If you don’t plan to mail the newsletters as self-mailers, then you can add your own content to this area instead of labels. First delete the back page title and return address. 


To delete the yellow instruction boxes, click on �an edge of the yellow box, then click DELETE on your keyboard.





To Insert Your Picture/Logo


Click once on the image to activate it. LEFT click, NOT right click!


Go to the INSERT tab on the edit ribbon at the top of the screen. Chose INSERT >> Pictures


Move and resize your image using your mouse. If the picture jumps to a new page, then CROP the image. Find the Crop function on the Picture Format menu, after clicking on the image.
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Can lenders refuse our refinance if we're over 65?


The short answer is maybe. It's illegal to reject someone for a loan simply because of their age. However, there are factors related to age that might affect your eligibility, including…


Insufficient collateral. This happens when the appraised value comes in low compared with the requested loan amount. This can occur when someone has lived in a home for a long time without updating or maintaining it well. 


Insufficient income. Retired borrowers usually have a fixed income, which can be great for getting a loan. However, if it’s not enough to cover the loan payments, older borrowers are unlikely to be able to increase their income.


Insufficient lifespan. Having a borrower die could be “costly to the lender” with the likelihood of the loan being paid off early or entering foreclosure. While a lender isn't supposed to disqualify a borrower based on age, if their actuarial tables indicate that you're unlikely to pay back the loan, they can claim undue risk. 


To improve the chances of getting a refinance, older applicants should talk with a mortgage consultant about their qualifications. Also consider having younger people show the home to the appraiser. It's not supposed to matter, but you never know. Call me for the names of good local mortgage brokers.





This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of articles that are reprinted when the original author is known.  This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property.





7 Ways to Sell Faster for Top Dollar


Homes that sell within 15 days often fetch a higher price. Read this brief guide (or text me for a copy) to see how you can sell in those first 15 days. 








Happy Easter!











7 Ways to Sell Faster for Top Dollar


Homes that sell within 15 days often fetch a higher price. Read this brief guide (or text me for a copy) to see how you can sell in those first 15 days. ${Phone}








Parallel Play �Helps Remote Workers


Sometimes kids play together, and sometimes they play next to each other in parallel, but doing different things. When in parallel play, their social connection doesn't come from interaction, but from simply doing something with like-minded people.


 The same goes for adults. Although not working together, adults can experience 'connection' with others by merely working alongside them in parallel. This is why co-working spaces and coffee shops are popular remote workplaces. The idea even extends to online co-working, where people join a chat room, then work silently among others doing the same thing.
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Thank you!


I’m grateful to all of you that you have been part of business. Special thanks this month to…


Name 1


Name 2


Name 3


Please refer your friends for real estate help. �I will take care to ensure they have an exceptional experience.





Quiz Contest �Win a FREE Coffee Card


Email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word QUIZ in the subject line. email@emailaddress.com


Last month's Q&A: Move one match-�stick to make the equation true.


Congratulations to last month’s winner! 





 








Story Time: The In-hair-itance


A handsome man lived by a forest. He cut quite a figure with his lush head of red hair as he marched through the thick trees around his home. But as he aged, he started losing his hair. He fretted about it constantly, but eventually he was completely bald. On his deathbed he called his children to him.


He said to them, “Look at my head. My hair used to be so magnificent and thick, but now it’s completely gone. My hair can’t be saved. But look outside at the forest. Notice how our neighbors are cutting down their trees. Sooner or later there will be no trees here. This forest will be as bald as my head.”


“Here’s what I want you to do,” the man continued. “Every time a tree is cut down or dies, plant a new one in my memory. Tell your descendants to do the same. It shall be our family’s duty to keep this forest strong.”


So, they did. Each time the forest lost a tree, the children replanted one, and so did their children, and their children after them. 


For centuries the forest remained lush and beautiful, and it was all because of one man and his re-seeding heirline.


Ba-dum-CHING!











Looking for a unique holiday stay? Try a treehouse!


If you Google “Treehouses for Rent” you’ll come up with wonderful options, like this French Airbnb with a separate jacuzzi cabin. 





Getting serious about saving for a down payment


Saving for a down payment and closing costs for a home purchase can seem like a daunting task. Here are some tips: 


Put your plan on a calendar and break it into chunks. If you want to buy by a year from now, that gives you 12 months to save. Map out such things as tax return estimates, bonuses from work, and other lump sums you might be lucky enough to have coming your way. Then look at how much more you'll need. Let's say you'll be short by $20,000. If you want to buy in one year, you’ll need to save an extra $1,660/mo. on top of your lump sums. Stretch that to two years, and you'll need to save an extra $833/mo.


If you already make that much extra over your normal living expenses, then it will be relatively easy to save what you need. You can automate your savings and it'll happen effortlessly. However, if you don't have extra money laying around, you'll need to get creative. That can mean many things, including... 


● Buying a much cheaper property. ● Using a down payment assistance program if one is available and you qualify. �● Making an additional income from a second job or side hustle. ● Borrowing from a relative at least six months before you apply for a mortgage, so the money is "seasoned" in your account. ● Discussing with me how to structure an offer that includes the seller paying some of your closing costs. ● Reducing your retirement deductions from work temporarily while you save what you need. 


Gambling, day trading, and winning the lottery are not effective strategies.





Buyers turn to new construction as the �‘existing home’ market dries up


With some communities seeing incredibly low numbers of existing homes for sale, buyers are turning to new housing developments that they might not have considered before. Such developments are often farther away from workplaces, less quaint, on smaller lots, and come with HOA fees, making them less desirable than established homes. However, they have the advantages of being brand new, available, and often accompanied by builder incentives.





Pickleball... Nice or Nuisance?


The constant pok-pok-pok noise of a ball hitting a hard paddle might be satisfying to players, but it can be as annoying as a clicking pen to others. What others? Anyone who lives within the sound of a game who doesn't play. Between the laughter and hoots of boisterous spectators, to that pok-pok rhythm, the sounds of pickleball have led to complaints that may limit play in the future. 


If you're making a real estate purchase decision, consider the pickleball court. If you're buying because you like it, know that it might not stick around. And if you don't like it, consider buying a unit further away from the court.





Toblerone Loses the Matterhorn


If you're a fan of Toblerone, then you'll recognize the yellow triangular box with images of the Matterhorn on the outside. Now, however, the Toblerone company is planning to move production from Switzerland where it's been made since 1899, to Slovakia where costs are lower. Because Switzerland has a law that its iconic symbols can't be used on products made outside of Switzerland, the Matterhorn has to go. In its place will be branding associated with the candy's inventor, Theodor Tobler. While the chocolate may reflect the peaks of the Matterhorn, according to Theodor's sons, the triangular shape originates from a pyramid that dancers created at the Folies Bergères.








What goes through cities, fields, and forests, but never moves an inch?
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