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Upper Panel Instructions


You can use this area for mailing labels. See the image for the correct way to fold and tab your newsletters on Tabloid paper. Seal the top edges using tabs. 


You can use this label area for content, too. If you don’t plan to mail the newsletters as self-mailers, then you can add your own content to this area instead of labels. 


How to print onto 11x17 paper: �HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xCnGD4F304"��Printing Tutorial� – Control + Click to view.


To delete this yellow instruction boxes, click on �an edge, then click DELETE on your keyboard.





This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Images are sourced from Canva.com. This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property.
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What happens if the appraisal comes in low?


In recent years home prices were climbing fast and appraisals usually agreed with those prices. But in a changing market, where prices are starting to level off or decline, appraisers may decide your sales price is too high, even if a buyer is willing to pay. This kind of thing often happens when there is a bidding war, and the price gets driven over the value of comparison homes. As a home seller, if your appraisal comes in too low, here are your choices:


Lower your price to match the appraised value.


Split the difference with the buyer if they’re willing—a point of negotiation I’ll help with.


Challenge the appraisal. Surprisingly, this often works. I’ll put together a report and meet with the appraiser on your behalf. If we can make a case to justify the higher price, there’s a good chance of changing the appraisal to match the sales price.


Let the buyer walk (if they have an appraisal contingency) and be ready to relist the home.


Your best move is to price your home strategically from the start and prepare for all outcomes. I’ll help you look at comparable sales and anticipate what an appraiser might see. That way, if this comes up, we’ll be ready with a plan.








Should you buy first, then sell...�or sell first, then buy?


Thinking about moving but unsure about whether to sell before buying—or the other way around? Read this (or text me for a copy.)





Why electronic privacy really matters


(even if you have nothing to hide)


You probably already take basic precautions online—like not sharing financial information or clicking suspicious links—because you’re smart and you know there are scams out there. But what about everyday data? Like which café you visit, or what you search for online, or even what you talk about near your smart speaker at home?


It might seem harmless—especially if you’re not doing anything wrong. But digital privacy isn’t only about hiding personal secrets. It’s also about how quietly and subtly your online footprint can shape the options you see—or don’t see.


Algorithms fed by your innocent online activity might influence what jobs, loan offers, credit cards, and other ads you see—or don’t see. In some cases, credit scoring models or insurance risk assessments rely on data you never knowingly provided. In rare cases, overly broad data collection has caused headaches for people who were misidentified or misunderstood by automated systems.


This doesn’t mean we should all panic. But it is a good reminder that protecting your digital privacy is a smart way to protect your choices and financial opportunities in the long run.








Would you sell your home if the price were right?


You might simply be curious about what your home is worth. But you might also be wondering if it's worth enough to sell now. After all, the price you get will affect big decisions: buying your next home, paying off debt, funding retirement, supporting a loved one, and more.


To get top dollar (in any market), you need two pieces of information: the baseline value of your home, and what you could do to potentially raise its value above the baseline.














That’s where I come in. To get a baseline, I run a Comparative Market Analysis (CMA), essentially showing you the value of your home through the eyes of current buyers. The CMA compares details of each similar home to better assess how and why it sold for the price it did. Through comparison shopping, buyers do the same thing and can assess if a home is "worth" what a seller is asking.


After the CMA, I offer strategic advice on how to increase your home's appeal and value. You may or may not want to do everything I suggest, but I’ll be honest and help you set a realistic price. Let’s talk.














To Insert Your Picture/Logo


Click once on the image to activate it. LEFT click, NOT right click!


Go to the INSERT tab on the edit ribbon at the top of the screen. Chose INSERT >> Pictures


Move and resize your image using your mouse. If the picture jumps to a new page, then CROP the image. Find the Crop function on the Picture Format menu, after clicking on the image.





AI Thinks I’m a Genius!


The other day I typed a halfway-decent title idea into an AI chatbot, and it instantly said, “That’s 


genius!” Not “pretty good” or “solid start,” but “genius.” Naturally, I beamed. Then I remembered…it says that a lot.


Turns out I’m not the only one getting showered with digital praise. People are having long, heartfelt chats with AI and loving it. Why? Because bots are amazing listeners. They don’t interrupt, they validate every idea, and they never tell their own stories. And AI has generally ‘learned’ that we humans like to be admired.


But here’s the catch: constant praise isn’t constructive. Lately, we’re seeing how some people have started believing they really are geniuses—or even messianic because of AI conversations.


If you’re playing around with chatbots, tell it to “give balanced feedback,” or “respond like a helpful colleague,” “give some critical input.” Injecting a little balance makes AI far more useful.





 Got Drawers?


If you have an old dresser, or you can grab a free one at a yard sale, then here’s a fun project idea: repurpose the drawers into shelves, trays, dog beds, and more! Here are a few ideas, but you can find a many more by Googling “repurpose old drawers.” Click on the images tab to see pictures rather than posts.





Your Blood Knows before You Do


Did you know that your blood tells secrets about you? Well before anything shows on the outside, your blood knows what's about to happen…if you're about to have diabetes or hyperthyroidism, or if you're going to experience kidney disease or heart failure. 


You can squeeze those stories out of your blood by having a simple annual blood workup to check for key markers like blood sugar, cholesterol, kidney and liver function, and more. Early detection allows for easier treatment, and sometimes full reversal. It also creates a baseline, so your doctor can spot changes over time. Annual bloodwork could literally save your life. 
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Quiz Contest - Win a FREE Coffee Card


Email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word QUIZ in the subject line. email@emailaddress.com


Last month's Q&A: Name three numbers (none of them zero) that give the same result when added together as they do when multiplied together. 1, 2, and 3.


Congratulations to last month’s winner! 


 





You’re the Best—Thanks!


I’m grateful to all of you who you have been part of my business world. A special shout-out this month to…


Thank you name 1


Thank you name 2


Thank you name 3





Water Sports Word Search





Celebrate International �Left-Handers Day!


Every August 13th, some part of the world pauses to celebrate the brave souls who’ve spent a lifetime elbow-dueling at dinner tables and wrestling with right-handed scissors.


Yes, it’s International Left-Handers Day, when roughly 10% of the population gets a whole day to feel smug about being “special,” while the other 90% pretends they didn’t just hand you a pen on the wrong side again.


It’s a day to honor all the lefties who’ve endured spiral notebooks, smeared ink, and can openers that seem like medieval torture devices. If you know a lefty, give them a high five—but maybe use your left hand, so they don’t awkwardly switch mid-air. And if you’re a lefty? Congratulations. You're statistically more likely to be creative.


Why do lefties deserve a day of their own? Well, imagine going through life knowing that “sinister” originally just meant “left” in Latin. That’s right—left-handers got branded as shady from the days of ancient Rome.





August Quiz Question 





You put a small bead inside an empty bottle. Then you block the opening with a cork. How can you remove the bead without removing the cork or breaking the bottle?





A Different Way to Beat Back-to-School Jitters (Works for Adults, Too!)


If your child is anxious about going back to school, try this psychologist-approved trick: shift their focus from “Will they like me?” to “What do I like about them?”


Maybe it’s their cool backpack, their laugh, or how good they are at soccer. Instead of thinking, “They’re good at soccer, they won’t like me,” help your child reframe it as, “They’re so good at soccer. That’s cool.” This shift—from anxiety to curious detachment—helps take off the pressure to be liked and brings their own perspective into focus. To practice, pick characters from a book or show and take turns naming what you like about them.


Remind your kids they won’t click with everyone—and that’s okay. The goal is to notice what they genuinely like in others. You can also have them list a few things they like about themselves to build self-esteem.


Adults who have the jitters about work or a new group can try this, too!





What’s a Walk Score, and Why Does It Matter?


Walk Score rates a home’s walkability: how easy it is to get to shops, schools, parks, and restaurants without a car. A higher Walk Score can boost your home’s appeal (and sometimes its value), especially for buyers who prioritize convenience and lifestyle. Want to know your home’s score? Just search your address at �HYPERLINK "https://walkscore.com" \t "_blank"��walkscore.com�. You can also ask me what affect your walk score might have on your home's value, and what—if needed—you can do to offset it.














