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Canadians, please replace the QR code in the brown box with this one. You can drop it on top of the other QR or remove the other first. When finished, delete this yellow instruction box.





November Quiz: Which one of these facts is false?


November was named for the nine moons of Jupiter.


November was named for the Latin word for nine.


November was named as the ninth month of the year.








We live in interesting times!


At this time of year, we naturally turn our thoughts to gathering with friends and family. Amid all the turmoil in the world, I’m reminded of that ironic curse: “May you live in interesting times.” 


And we certainly do. That’s why I’m more grateful than ever for real people—not algorithms—and real conversations, not sound bites. When we focus on the faces of those we love, we see how in the ways that matter most the times aren’t so different after all—they’re still full of warmth, grace, and love. I wish you wonderful gatherings focused on those you care about most! 





For fun: The Last Peace


At our holiday dinner, my sis and I broke the wishbone. We both wished for peace. I wished for peace on �Earth. She wished for a piece �of pie. I'm still holding out �for my peace.











Get on top of home insurance costs


Home insurance isn’t like a crockpot—you can’t just set it and forget it. Rates change, coverages shift, and loyalty doesn’t always pay. It’s time to re-check your costs and coverages. Here's a primer.








Do you see the same green I see?





Many of us have wondered: Do we see color the same way? A recent study suggests the answer is yes. When different people look at the same color, their brains respond in strikingly similar ways.


Our Brains "See" the Same Color - Using brain-imaging scans, researchers discovered that each color creates a distinctive pattern of neural activity, and those patterns are so consistent that scientists could predict what color one person was seeing based on another person’s brain data.


That means the way our brains process color may be more universal than we once thought. Even though each of us feels certain that our experience of “red” or “blue” is uniquely our own, there seems to be a shared neurological language for color perception.


But How Does Green Feel? Still, that doesn’t solve the mystery of how color feels — the private inner sense of warmth, coolness, or calm that a hue can evoke.


Imagine two people standing in a room painted in soft sage green. Their brains recognize the same wavelength, and the same neural pathways fire, yet one person feels happy and peaceful while the other senses a hint of melancholy sadness. The color is identical; the emotion is not. That duality...a shared external reality layered with private interpretation...might be what makes color such a powerful element of design and human connection.


Something to think about next time you decide to paint the living room.
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Painting the 5th Wall


It's not to everyone's taste, but people have long painted ceilings for both beauty and purpose. In grand European homes, ceiling murals once displayed wealth and artistry. 


Homes in the American south used “haint blue” porch ceilings to keep away spirits. Some of us remember mid-century rooms where grandma's kitchen was yellow all the way around. We lost the habit for several decades, going to mostly white.


But now are seeing a return to colored ceilings in a form called color capping—using lighter tones on walls and deeper shades overhead for a look that elevates a room. See Google for examples.











Creamy White Leftover Turkey Chili


Here's a tangy, tasty dish to make use of your turkey leftovers. 


It's incredibly easy to make, freezes well if you want to make more, and your family will thank you effusively! 


Made with olive oil, cumin, coriander, green chilies and more! Print it, make it, thank me later.








To Insert Your Picture


Click once on the image to activate it. LEFT click, NOT right click!


Go to the INSERT tab on the edit ribbon at the top of the screen. Chose INSERT >> Pictures


Move and resize your image using your mouse. If the picture jumps to a new page, then CROP the image. Find the Crop function on the Picture Format menu, after clicking on the image.





WIN A $5 COFFEE CARD


Email me the answer to the question on page 1. email@emailaddress.com


Last month's Q&A: You’re reading a 120-page book. You want to average 60 pages/hour overall. But you read the first 60 pages at 30 pages/hour. What pace must you read the last 60 pages to still average 60 pages/hour? It's impossible.


Congrats to last month’s winner!  





Slide this Alternative Article Over…


If you don’t need the mailing label area on this panel, you can slide this extra article over to cover the center. You can also delete the text inside the box and type your own article here. 


To slide the article, click the edge of the article box. Then hold your mouse button down as you move it.


Delete any box (including this yellow box) by clicking on the edge of the box, then clicking delete on your keyboard.
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Thank you, friends!


I’m grateful to all of you who you have been part of my business world. A special shout-out this month to…


Thank you name 1


Thank you name 2


Thank you name 3
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Does it matter if we claim two homes as our “primary residences?”


Yes, it matters a lot. When you apply for a mortgage, lenders want to know if you’ll live in the home full-time or use it as a second property. A primary residence loan usually gets you a better rate and easier approval because lenders assume you’ll take better care of your main home and make payments reliably. They charge more for a second residence to offset some of the losses due to what they perceive as potentially more risk. Most people are more likely to default on a second home than a primary.


Lenders may review where you live most of the year—where your mail goes, where your driver’s license is registered, even where your kids go to school. If your living situation changes later (say you move or rent the home out), it’s best to tell your lender right away.


This isn’t about catching anyone—it’s about keeping your mortgage terms in line with reality. Owner-occupied homes are simply lower risk, and lenders reward that with better pricing. A quick chat with your mortgage advisor before you buy or move can prevent future headaches.














