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Do you see the same green I see?











Get on top of home insurance costs


Home insurance isn’t like a crockpot—you can’t just set it and forget it. Rates change, coverages shift, and loyalty doesn’t always pay. It’s time to re-check your costs and coverages. Here's a primer.








Just for fun: �The Last Peace


At our holiday dinner, my cousin and I broke the wishbone. She won and got her wish! 


We both wished for peace. 


I wished for peace on Earth. She wished �for a piece of pie. 


I'm still holding �out for my peace.





We live in interesting times!


At this time of year, we naturally turn our thoughts to gathering with friends and family. Amid all the turmoil in the world, I’m reminded of that ironic curse: “May you live in interesting times.” 


And we certainly do. That’s why I’m more grateful than ever for real people—not algorithms—and real conversations, not sound bites. When we focus on the faces of those we love, we see how in the ways that matter most the times aren’t so different after all—they’re still full of warmth, grace, and love. I wish you wonderful gatherings focused on those you care about most! 





Many of us have wondered: Do we see color the same way? A recent study suggests the answer is yes. When different people look at the same color, their brains respond in strikingly similar ways.


Our Brains "See" the Same Color - Using brain-imaging scans, researchers discovered that each color creates a distinctive pattern of neural activity, and those patterns are so consistent that scientists could predict what color one person was seeing based on another person’s brain data.


That means the way our brains process color may be more universal than we once thought. Even though each of us feels certain that our experience of “red” or “blue” is uniquely our own, there seems to be a shared neurological language for color perception.


But How Does Green Feel? Still, that doesn’t solve the mystery of how color feels — the private inner sense of warmth, coolness, or calm that a hue can evoke.


Imagine two people standing in a room painted in soft sage green. Their brains recognize the same wavelength, and the same neural pathways fire, yet one person feels happy and peaceful while the other senses a hint of melancholy sadness. The color is identical; the emotion is not. That duality...a shared external reality layered with private interpretation...might be what makes color such a powerful element of design and human connection.


Something to think about next time you decide to paint the living room.
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Do we really need home insurance? Can we own a home without it?


There's no law against it! There’s no law, but mortgage lenders almost always make it a condition of the loan. If you can’t show proof of coverage, the lender will typically block closing.


When can you go without insurance? If you own outright, having paid cash or paid off the mortgage, you can "self-insure," accepting full financial exposure to fire, theft, storms, and liability. 


Pay for Damage or Pay for Insurance? 9 out of 10 homeowners do �carry insurance, and claims are relatively few, with only a small percentage filing in a given year. Payouts range from around $13,000 to $16,000 on average. That makes it tempting if you live somewhere with very high insurance premiums to skip the coverage, save your money, and just pay for the repairs out of pocket—but that’s tempting fate. The payouts are an average...many repairs cost much more, while others cost much less—and few homeowners really save that money. Home insurance provides peace of mind as much as protection.


If you're thinking about buying or selling a high-insurance property, check with homeowners who live in the area. They might have coverage suggestions. Let me know if I can help with that research. 








November Quiz Question 





Which one of these facts is false?


1. November was named for the nine moons of Jupiter.


2. November was named for the Latin word for nine.


3. November was named as the ninth month of the year.




















Is that a turtle or a tortoise?


Is that red-eared slider you had as a kid a tortoise or a turtle? You probably said turtle, and you’re right. Turtles spend most of their lives in the water: they’re built with flat, streamlined shells and webbed feet or flippers. Tortoises are land lovers with domed shells and sturdy, elephant-like legs. Turtles eat a mix of plants and meat, while tortoises stick mostly to greens. If you’re thinking about one as a pet, remember: turtles need tanks, filters, and cleanings. Tortoises are easier to house, but they live longer (often decades) and need warm, dry space to roam.








And…entertain your friends!


Why do turkeys gobble? Because they have no table manners.


What type of glass does a turkey drink from? A goblet.


Why do turkeys lay eggs? Because if they dropped them, they would break.


What do you call a turkey ghost? A poultry-geist.


Why do turkeys like storms? They like fowl weather.


What side of a turkey grows more feathers? The outside!





Butter up for the holidays


With the holidays coming, butter’s about to earn its keep—melting, mashing, and baking its way into everything delicious. But before you leave that stick on the counter, Land O’Lakes (butter maker) says, don’t! 


If you won’t use it within a few hours, keep it in the fridge. Health experts agree: "Modified or unsalted butter should be refrigerated to avoid going rancid." Butter should be stored in the coldest part of the fridge or frozen and kept in the original packaging to avoid absorbing odors. To soften frozen butter quickly, grate it at room temp. 








With Gratitude…


I’m grateful to all of you who you have been part of my business world. A special �shout-out this month to…


Thank you name 1


Thank you name 2


Thank you name 3





Quiz Contest- Win a FREE Coffee Card


Email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word QUIZ in the subject line. email@emailaddress.com


Last month's Q&A: You’re reading a 120-page book. You want to average 60 pages/hour overall. But you read the first 60 pages at 30 pages/hour. What pace must you read the last 60 pages to still average 60 pages/hour? It's impossible..


Congratulations to last month’s winner! 


 





Living on a Cruise Ship: A Radical Rethink


A 77-year-old retired teacher sold her California home and bought an interior villa aboard 


the Villa Vie Odyssey to live at sea for up to 15 years. It was more affordable than a retirement community.


But cruise living isn't just for retirees. For some digital nomads, working from a cruise ship has perks, and many feel the costs are in alignment with what they'd pay to live in a high-priced city.


Onboard life means someone else does the heavy lifting of cleaning, cooking, and entertaining. It also means trade-offs: changing costs, tight quarters, and reliance on a company’s rules and itinerary. Still, for many people, it can feel like freedom.


What Would that Cost? The fees range from bare bones ($28K/yr) to the typical ($286/day or $104K/yr). A general full-time range is ($50K–$150K/yr), depending on ship, cabin, itinerary, and extras. 








Painting the 5th Wall


It's not to everyone's taste, but people have long painted ceilings for both beauty and purpose. In grand European homes, ceiling murals once displayed wealth and artistry. 


Homes in the American south used “haint blue” porch ceilings to keep away spirits. Some of us remember mid-century rooms where grandma's kitchen was yellow all the way around. We lost the habit for several decades, going to mostly white.


But now are seeing a return to colored ceilings in a form called color capping—using lighter tones on walls and deeper shades overhead for a look that elevates a room. See Google for examples.











Creamy White Leftover Turkey Chili


Here's a tangy, tasty �dish to make use of your turkey leftovers. 


It's incredibly easy to make, freezes well if you want to make more, and your family will thank you effusively! 


Made with olive oil, cumin, coriander, green chilies and more! Print it, make it, thank me later.
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Upper Panel Instructions


You can use this area for mailing labels. See the image for the correct way to fold and tab your newsletters on Tabloid paper. Seal the top edges using tabs. 


You can use this label area for content, too. If you don’t plan to mail the newsletters as self-mailers, then you can add your own content to this area instead of labels. 


How to print onto 11x17 paper: �HYPERLINK "https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1xCnGD4F304"��Printing Tutorial� – Control + Click to view.


To delete this yellow instruction boxes, click on �an edge, then click DELETE on your keyboard.





To Insert Your Picture


Click once on the image to activate it. LEFT click, NOT right click!


Go to the INSERT tab on the edit ribbon at the top of the screen. Chose INSERT >> Pictures


Move and resize your image using your mouse. If the picture jumps to a new page, then CROP the image. Find the Crop function on the Picture Format menu, after clicking on the image.





Does it matter if we claim two homes as our “primary residences?”


Yes, it matters a lot. When you apply for a mortgage, lenders want to know if you’ll live in the home full-time or use it as a second property. A primary residence loan usually gets you a better rate and easier approval because lenders assume you’ll take better care of your main home and make payments reliably. They charge more for a second residence to offset some of the losses due to what they perceive as potentially more risk. Most people are more likely to default on a second home than a primary.


Lenders may review where you live most of the year—where your mail goes, where your driver’s license is registered, even where your kids go to school. If your living situation changes later (say you move or rent the home out), it’s best to tell your lender right away.


This isn’t about catching anyone—it’s about keeping your mortgage terms in line with reality. Owner-occupied homes are simply lower risk, and lenders reward that with better pricing. A quick chat with your mortgage advisor before you buy or move can prevent future headaches.
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This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Images are sourced from Canva.com. This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Do not hold us responsible for actions you take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property.








