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FRONT PORCH NEWS





When we think about freedom, we often think about speech, voting, or personal choice. But one of the most important freedoms in history is the right to own property.


For much of human history, property belonged only to the ruling classes and those they favored. Commoners lived and worked on land they did not own. Instead, they relied on longstanding "common rights" that allowed them to graze livestock, gather wood, or farm. These rights were protected by law, but they were not ownership.


Beginning in the 1500s, England's landowners gradually enclosed common lands into private parcels that could be bought, sold, rented, and inherited. The change was driven in part by the growing wool trade and became known as the Enclosure Acts. Over time, it helped establish the modern idea that land could be owned by individuals rather than controlled solely by the ruling class.


As the middle class grew, property ownership became more widespread. Ownership meant having the freedom to earn an income from your land, build wealth, and make decisions about your future.


Today, homeownership remains one of the most accessible ways for ordinary people to create security and independence. While the world has changed dramatically over the centuries, the connection between property ownership and personal freedom remains as strong as ever.


A home is more than a financial asset—it's a place where families put down roots, pursue their goals, and enjoy a space that is truly their own.








July Quiz Question


What is unique about this sentence:�"The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog."








Is it time for a mid-year �financial reality check? 


It’s not always easy to tell when you’re getting in over your head financially. Here’s a guide you can use as a checklist of your financial habits.





Here's a fun summer road trip idea


Skip the crowded beaches and go hunting for ghost towns. North America is littered with abandoned boomtowns, empty storefronts, weathered saloons, and places where time seems to have stopped somewhere around 1897.


A quick search of Wikipedia's ghost town directory will probably uncover one surprisingly close to home. And don't stop there. Old mining camps, abandoned rail depots, forgotten schools, and other relics often sit just off the beaten path. Think of it like a real-world treasure hunt. But look fast because they're disappearing!

















Curious about a real estate matter?


From the price your neighbor’s home sold for to the amount of home you qualify to buy, to the value of your own home, to creative buying strategies, I’ve got a wealth of information. 


Feel free to pick my brain. Send me a text or just give me a call. 


555-333-2222





Your Name | 555-333-2222 | email@emailaddress.com | Your Website
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Slide this Alternative Article Over…


If you don’t need the mailing label area on this panel, you can slide this extra article over to cover the center. You can also delete the text inside the box and type your own article here. 


To slide the article, click the edge of the article box. Then hold your mouse button down as you move it.


Delete any box (including this yellow box) by clicking on the edge of the box, then clicking delete on your keyboard.





To Insert Your Picture


Click once on the image to activate it. LEFT click, NOT right click!


Go to the INSERT tab on the edit ribbon at the top of the screen. Chose INSERT >> Pictures


Move and resize your image using your mouse. If the picture jumps to a new page, then CROP the image. Find the Crop function on the Picture Format menu, after clicking on the image.





Need to Lose Financial Weight? Try a Spending Fast


One of the more interesting budgeting ideas I've come across recently is the concept of a spending fast. The idea is that in the same way food fasting can help reset eating habits, a spending fast can help reset money habits. It's simple, but not easy.


The challenge is straightforward: Commit to spending absolutely no money for one day each month. No online �shopping. No takeout. No �impulse purchases. Then try �stretching it to 2 or 3 days.





Why our lives run clockwise


For most of human history, people didn't know the exact time. They relied on church bells, sundials, or simply the position of the sun. 


What if that were the case today? No iPhone in your pocket. No kitchen clock. Just watching the sun change positions and estimating when to show up at the party.


Here's a fun fact for you. The phrase "clockwise" comes from the direction the shadow moved across ancient sundials in the Northern Hemisphere. If sundials had been invented in Australia first, clocks might run the opposite direction today.





"How can we lower our existing mortgage payment?"


Homeowners think refinancing is the only way to lower a mortgage payment. Often it is, but it's not the only option.


Some lenders offer a mortgage recast, which allows you to make a large principal payment and have your monthly payment recalculated based on the lower loan balance. Unlike a refinance, you keep your existing interest rate.


It's also worth reviewing property taxes and insurance costs. Since these are often part of your monthly payment, finding lower insurance rates or correcting an inaccurate tax assessment can sometimes reduce what you pay each month.


Refinancing may also make sense when rates are lower. Before moving forward, compare the cost of the new loan with your expected monthly savings to determine whether the refinance will pay for itself.


Wanting to lower your payment is smart. If you know someone who's looking for reliable real estate answers, please put them in touch with me.








Your Name�Your Company�Address�Address�Real Estate License#


 








I’m so grateful!


Thanks to all of you who you have been part of my business world. A special shout-out this month to…


Thank you name 1


Thank you name 2


Thank you name 3








WIN A $5 COFFEE CARD


Email me the answer to the question on page 1. email@emailaddress.com


Last month's Q&A: Mary was born on December 25th, yet her birthday is always in the summer. How is this possible? She was born in Australia.


Congrats to last �month’s winner!  �





Your Name


555-333-2222


email@emailaddress.com








This newsletter is for entertainment purposes only.  Images are sourced from Canva.com. This information is solely for entertainment, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  This is not intended as a solicitation of listed property.








