Extra Articles Instructions
Below are three extra articles. To use one of these extra articles in your newsletter:
PRINT-FORMAT NEWSLETTERS	
1. Copy the text of an article below. Then paste it into an existing frame on your newsletter (highlight the existing text, then paste over it). You may need to edit the content to fit the space after pasting it.
2. Copy the image separately, then paste it into your newsletter and move it into place using your mouse. You may need to edit the margins of your text to fit around your image.
EMAIL-FORMAT NEWSLETTERS
To use an article in the Mailchimp newsletter, copy and paste the text into your email newsletter (using a Text Block) and reformat as needed. Save the image to your own computer and upload it to your Mailchimp account.


[image: ]Lead-free pencils
Pencil cores are often called lead, even though pencil’s have never contained lead. The core is, in fact, made of graphite powder (a form of carbon) mixed with a binding agent. Why do we persist in calling the core "pencil lead?" 
In the 1500’s, a large deposit of solid graphite was discovered in England. Metallurgists at first thought it a form of black lead, and the name stuck. 
Soon people realized that the graphite was good for marking things and this newly discovered substance became extremely valuable. Guards were posted at the mine and once a sufficient supply of graphite was mined, the mine would be flooded until more graphite was needed. 
Unfortunately, sticks of pure graphite are brittle, so people started embedding the graphite in things such as the hollowed-out pieces of wood. Thus, the pencil was born.

[image: ]How to avoid laptop “death” 
	Heat is the cause of death for most laptops. Excess heat causes wires to lose their conductivity and the chemical reactions in your battery to fail. If the fans and the heatsink (pictured above) get clogged with dust, temperatures can reach dangerously high levels, and your laptop will run sporadically or crash.
All computers work a little bit like vacuum cleaners – sucking air from one side and blowing it out the other. Unfortunately they don’t come with filter bags to catch all the dust and debris. To keep them clean and prolong the life of your laptop, get a can of compressed air and blow the
	dust off the fan and heatsink every couple of months. Compressed air is also handy for blowing junk from between the keys. 
However, if you have never cleaned the heatsink and you’ve used your laptop for over a year, chances are that both the fan and the heatsink are thoroughly clogged with dust, and compressed air won’t help. The solution in this case is to remove the heatsink, clean it and install it back. This is best done by a repair shop, as it takes quite a bit of experience. 
In the long run, your computer will thank you with a long, efficient life.
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[image: ]Financial emergency prep
We store water, food, and other supplies in case of a physical emergency. But many of us lack preparation for a more likely kind of emergency—financial need. Here's a checklist to help you review your financial contingency plans:
Is Your Life Insured? If you don't have life insurance, consider how much your family would need to live on if you passed away. Include things like housing and education costs. Even if you can't afford the full amount of life insurance you need, having some is better than none for your family.
Adequate Home Insurance Coverage. You may never need homeowner’s or renter’s insurance, but you can't afford to not have it if it’s needed.
Financial Effects of Natural Disasters. Be prepared to deal with the kinds of disasters that are most likely in your region: earthquakes, tornados, fires, etc. In addition, have a money plan so you can access cash for gas, food, etc. Remember that stores and ATMs will not be able to take ATM or credit cards if power goes out.
Minimum Back-Up Budget. Losing a job is becoming so common these days. Figure out how much you would need to live on if you cut out all luxuries and just had your most necessary expenses covered. Identify how you would earn that minimum budget if needed.
Rainy Day Fund. Savings can be difficult, even in higher income brackets. But some of the oldest financial advice is as true today as it ever was: Put as much money as you can into savings until you have 6 months of living expenses saved up. Then don't touch it. 
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