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5 home seller regrets


Here are five things home sellers wish they’d thought about sooner. Read now or send to a friend.








Your Taste Has a Birthday


You probably don’t notice which decade your decorating style belongs to, but a buyer might. Figuring out whether your style could affect your home’s selling price or how quickly it sells is part of our pre-listing conversation. 


Or just send me a few photos now for some quick input.


555-333-2222





Why your recorded voice sounds strange to you


If you've ever heard a recording of yourself and thought, “Do I really sound like that?” The answer is yes, you do. Here’s why:


When you speak, you hear your own voice in two ways: through the air and through vibrations traveling through the bones in your skull. Those vibrations emphasize lower frequencies, making your voice sound richer to you.


A recording eliminates that bone-conducted sound. What remains is much closer to the voice everyone around you has been hearing all along. The good news? They’re already used to it. You're the only one who thinks you sound strange.





How much is a haunted house worth?


In real estate, a home associated with a murder, death, or alleged ghosts is known as a stigmatized property. There's nothing physically wrong with the house. The problem is how buyers feel about it. And sometimes that reputation comes with a price.


Take the “Los Feliz Murder Mansion” in Los Angeles. In 1959, the grand Spanish Revival home was the site of a notorious family tragedy. Afterward, it sat largely unoccupied for decades, becoming a neighborhood legend. When it finally sold in 2020, the buyer paid �$2.35 million—33% below its original $3.5 million asking price.


But one buyer's nightmare can be another’s dream home. In a recent survey, 39% of buyers said they'd buy a house they knew was haunted, while another 26% said they'd at least consider it. 


Most wanted a substantial discount for accepting a supernatural roommate. But not everyone. Sometimes a haunted reputation can be part of a home’s allure as an Airbnb or tourist attraction.


For instance, the Rhode Island farmhouse that inspired The Conjuring was listed for $1.2 million. A buyer fascinated by the paranormal paid $1.525 million—27% over asking. The house was already attracting visitors and paranormal investigators, making it a spooky good investment.


So how much is a ghost worth? Like everything else in real estate, whatever the market is willing to pay—or not pay—for one.

















October Quiz Question





Four people sit around a table. One stole a ring. Each accuses the other. 


● Alice points to Ben. ● Ben points to Chloe. �● Cloe points to Dan. ● Dan points back to Ben.


Two of them are lying and two are telling the truth. Who stole the ring?





Downsizing decisions can be painful


A friend’s father lost his wife a year ago. At 87, he’s now living alone in the large house where they built their life together, and he’s beginning to wonder if it’s time to downsize. All the usual issues are there: the yard is too large, the stairs too steep, and the cost of maintenance is excessive.


But he says he’s not ready.


I get it. Everything is familiar in his home. He knows where the light switch is in the dark. He knows which neighbor he can call. He has decades of memories tied to particular rooms, views, and routines. Moving somewhere new can feel like letting all that go—like stepping into an empty, unfamiliar shell.


Most of us are uncomfortable with the unfamiliar, and it’s especially hard when you’re trading years of deeply established familiarity for an unknown. We’re wired to seek out what we know. Trying something different takes a willingness to be a little adventurous. That can be harder when you’re alone.


My suggestion to my friend was simple: to take her father to tour some homes without making a decision. Walk around the neighborhood. Have lunch at a nearby restaurant. Visit the grocery store. Sit in a park. Picture an ordinary Tuesday there. The goal isn't to convince him to move. It’s to give the unfamiliar a chance to become familiar.


It’s good advice for all of us when we’re considering if it’s time to move yet. Let me know if I can help with any of the real estate side of things. We can set up a custom tour, I can send you a map, answer questions about downsizing, etc. Call anytime.





Instant hacks for the ‘memory challenged’


Can't remember where you put something? ● Say its location out loud: “The passport is in the blue desk drawer.” Need to remember something tomorrow? ● Put an unusual object in your path—a shoe on the kitchen counter will make you stop and ask why. ● For dates and numbers, create a silly association: a 2:30 appointment becomes “two people eating three doughnuts.” 


Our brains are remarkably good at remembering the unusual, so make your reminders a little weird.





This year, give your smoke detector a real smoke test


It’s October, which means it’s time to test your smoke detectors.


 This time, try to go beyond the typical. Most of us walk around the house and


push the small "test" button to make sure the alarm sounds. 


Unfortunately, that only tests the circuitry and the sounder, not the physical sensor inside that detects particulate. To be sure your detector works, you need to use "canned smoke," which you can buy online or any hardware store. 


Stand at a safe distance and spray a small amount toward the detector. If the alarm doesn’t sound quickly, the sensor is likely dirty, blocked, or has failed. A real smoke test like this is the only way to know for sure.











Quiz Contest-Win a FREE Coffee Card


Email me the answer to the question on page 2. Put the word QUIZ in the subject line. email@emailaddress.com


Last month's Q&A: A man was going the wrong way down a one-way street. He passed several police officers, but they didn’t stop him. Why not? He was walking.


Congratulations to last month’s winner! 








Thank you, friends!


Thank you to all of you who you have been part of my business world. A special �shout-out this month to…


Thank you name 1


Thank you name 2


Thank you name 3
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Can Your House Turn Off Its Own Water?


Imagine you’re away from home when a pipe bursts. Before you’ve seen the alert on your phone, your house has already shut off the water.


That’s what some newer smart leak-detection systems can do. Installed on your main water line, they monitor water use and look for unusual patterns. If the system suspects a leak, it can alert you and, with an automatic shutoff valve, stop the water.


Simpler sensors can also be placed near washing machines, water heaters, toilets and sinks to warn you when they detect moisture.


Prices range from inexpensive individual sensors to several hundred dollars for whole-house systems, plus installation. Some home insurers offer discounts for approved systems.





Why do ghosts say “Boo”?


For centuries, shouting “bo” or “boh” wasn’t meant to terrify, but to announce your presence or chase off animals like geese. 


By the 1700s in Scotland, people were using “boo” to scare small children. 


By the 1800s, it had become associated with ghosts.


The spirit world eventually settled on a standard greeting and has seen �no reason to update it.


Happy Halloween!








Why Everyone Needs a Financial Advisor (Even You)


If you earn a paycheck, you can be thinking about your financial future. How much should you save for different goals? Buy a house or rent? Buy stocks or not? Tax advantages, and more!


You don’t need a big investment portfolio to get professional advice. An hourly or flat-fee planner can meet with you every year or two to review your overall financial direction.


A meeting may cost a few hundred dollars, but one good decision can easily repay the expense. Discovering you’re missing $1,200 a year in employer retirement matching, for example, could pay for years of advice at one blow.


Over a lifetime, people who get good financial advice are likely to end up financially much better off than those who go it alone.





Halloween is almost here!
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Mortgage rates are high. Should we wait to buy?


Waiting to buy until rates fall might save you money—but only if home prices don’t rise in the meantime. If the home you want home costs considerably more when rates come down, the higher purchase price could wipe out your interest savings.


My advice: Buy a home you can comfortably afford at today’s payment. Then…


If rates eventually fall, you may have an opportunity to lower your borrowing costs in the future.


If rates stay where they are, waiting accomplished little. 


And if rates rise, today’s mortgage could suddenly look pretty attractive. You’ll also have spent those waiting years owning the home rather than wondering whether you should have bought earlier.


The key is to choose a home that fits comfortably within your budget at today’s rates. If you can afford the payment now, you don’t need to predict where rates are headed to feel good about the decision. And if rates eventually fall enough to give you an opportunity to lower your borrowing costs, �consider that an added benefit—not something required to make the purchase.
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